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Intent

Phonics (Reading and, Spelling)

At Al Saints CE First School, we believe that: all our childreny can become Jluent readers
and writers. This is why we teach reading throughy Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Rerised, which ts o systematic: ands synthetic phonics programme. We start teaching,
phonics irv Nursery/Receptions and, Jollow the, Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds Renised,
As a result; all, o} our childrer are able to tackle any unfamilior words as they read. At
Al Saints CE First School, we also- model the: application of the alphabetic code throughy
across the curniculum. We have o strong focus on language demelopment for our
writing irv all subjects.

Alter the systematic phonetical approach iv EYFS and, Year One the childrens wills begiry

Compl\e)\emsion;

At Al Saints CE First School, we value reading as ar crucial life skille By the time
chidrer ecwes sy they reah confdently for mearing andhregularly enjoy reading for
pleasure. Our readers are equipped: with, the tools to tackle unfamiliar wocabulary. We
Because we believe teaching every child to read is so- important, we have a Reading
Leader who drives the eanly reading programme inv our school. We use VIPERs

as o tool to- demelop the children’s comprehension skills. This teaches the children to
confidently use the 6 reading domains that form the National, Curriculumy the areas the
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Spoker Language
The National Curriculurmy states that: pupils should be taught to- speaks clearlyy and corwey
ideas confidently v Standard, Englishs At Al Saints we knows that: our children need, to
master the Jollowing skills;

o Justify ideas with reasons

e Ask questions to check understanding

o  Denmelop vocabulary and build knowledge

o Negotiate

o Evaluate and build on the ideas of others

o Ginve well-structured, descriptions and explanations

o Speculate, hypothesise and, explore ideas

e Organise their ideas prior to- writing.
We encourage our pupils to speak clearly and confidently and articulate their wews and
opinions. We teach that children need to- express themselwes orally, inv anv appropriate
participating effectively inv group discussions. We use Word, Aware, which s o
childrer. Right, from EYFS, the childrer learrv ab least 3 news words eachs weeks These
words might: be: neww concepts, linked to- a text being studieds or the: current topic being
taught, irv eachs class.

Handwmriting,

At Al Saints CE First School, we are very prouds of our pupil’'s handwsiting and, take
particular care i our cursive handwiiting style. We use Letters Joinv's online
handwniting resource: and, lessorv planners from Year | onwards as the basis of our
handwniting policy as b covers alls the, requirements of the: National Curriculums. Childrery
irv Reception use the Little Wandle letter formation.

Handmwniting is a basic skill that influences the: quality of work throughouts thes
curnicubums By the ends of Year 4, alls pupils should, hare the ability to- produce fluent,
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o For pupils to understand; by the end o Year 4, the importance of neat

Expectations
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At Al Saints CE First School, we strives for our children to- bes able to- express

Childrerv use their knowledge, skills and, understanding, irv speaking and wiiting across o
leares Al Saints they should, be well, prepared, to- read, and, wiite confidently for a range
o} purposes and, audiences.

The National Curriculun states that pupils should:
o Denelop the stamina and, skills to- write ab length
o Use accurate spelling and, punctuation
e Be grammatically correct
o White inv o range of ways and purposes including narratives, explanations,
e summanries and emaluations



or read;
The 2014 Curniculum dirides wiiting skills into:
o Composition (articulating ideas inv speech and, wiiting)
e Gramman, vocabulary and, punctuation
We recognise thab these, elements are essential to success and we support the

Implementation
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meeb the, curriculumy expectations for ‘Communications and, language and,
‘Literacy . These include:

o sharing high-quality stores and poems

o leaming a range of nursery rhymes and, action rhymes

o achivities that demvelop focused, listening and, attention; including oral
blending

o altention to- high-quality language.

o We ensure Nursery childrer are wells prepared to- begin leaming grapheme-
phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and, blending, inv Reception.

Daily phonics lessons irv Reception, Year | and Year 2
e We teach phonics Jor 20 minutes a day. In Reception, we build, froms 10-minute
quickly as possible. Each Friday, we rexiemr the week's teaching to- help childrer
become fluent; readers. Childrerny make o strong, start iny Reception: teaching begines
v Week 2 o the Autumry termu
o We Jollow the Lithle: Wandle Letters and, Sounds Rewised, progression:

o Childrer irv Reception are taught to- read, and, spell; words using Phase, 2
and 3 GPCs, and words with, adjacent consonants (Phase 4) withs fluency
and, accuracy,.

o Childrerv v Year | resiemr Phase 3 and 4 and are taught to- read, and, spell,
word&u&ngPhQBeSGPCsMﬂmﬂumo*and;mm%
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Any child, who needs additional practice has daily Keep-up support, taught by a
use the same procedures, resources and mantras, but irv smaller steps with, more,
We timetable phonics lessons for any child, i Year 2 or 3 who s not fully fluent
ab reading or has not passed the Phonics Screening Checks These children
urgently need to- catch ups so-the gap between themselames and, their peers does
not widern. We use the Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds Reamised assessments to-
identify the: gaps irv their phonic knowledge and teachs to these using the Keep-up
resources - ab pace. A ‘Catch-up’ programme has also- beerv specifically designed,
I} arwy child iv Year 3 o~ Year 4 has gaps irv their phonic knowledge when
gaps.

Childrery irv Year 2, 3 and, 4 who are ready to exit the Little Wandle programme
mose onv and are taughts spellings using the: No-Nonsense, Spelling programme

Tead'\ing,r\eading,: Readmgpnachwses&on&ﬂweehme&a,wee)@wRecephm Year
One and Year Two

We teachs children to read, through reading practice sessions three times o week.
Thesez
o are taught by a fully trained, adult to- small groups of approximately six
childrer
o use books matched to the children's secure phonic knowledge using the
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Rerised assessments
o are monitored by the class teacher
Each reading practice session has a clear Jocus, so- that the demands of the
sessions hame beerv designed to focus o three key reading, skills:
o decoding
o prosody: teaching children to- read, with, understanding and, expression
o comprehension: teaching childrer to- understand, the text.
I Reception these sessions start iy Week, 4. Children, who are not yet: decoding



learry to- blend, and, canv begirv to- read, books. Inv Year 2 ands 3, we continue to-
decodable books.

Readin;g/CompreJﬁemsim

Teaching iy Guided Reading sessions, inv Year 3 and, 4, focusses onv deneloping pupils
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Home reading
o Decodable reading books are takens home to- ensure success s shared withs the
fanily
o Reading for pleasure books also go- home for parents to- share and, read to-
o We use the Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds Renvised, parents resources

° Child:meecq:zﬁomand;Yean| whomrewwmg/addmorwbp}wnwsKeqm—up

Reading Jor pleasure is the single most important indicator of a child’s success.” (OECD
2002)
‘The will influences the skill and vice versa.” (OECD 2010)
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We value reading for pleasure highly and, work hard as as school to- grow our Reading,
for- Pleasure pedagogy.

o We read to children every day. We choose these books carefully as we want
childrer to- experience o wide range of hooks.

o Euvery dassroom has o book area that encourages o loae Jor reading.

e In Nursery and Reception, children have access to the reading areas emery day i

o The childrers have o home reading diary. The parent/carer is encouraged to-
record, comments to- share with the: adults irv school and, the: adults will put
comments rv this onv o regular basis to- ensure communication betweens home and,
schools

o Each dass visits the library van and the school, library fortnightly, on alternate
weeks.

o In Year 3 and 4, Everybody Read in Class (ERIC) time i used throughout the,

Handwmriting,

Handmwniting is a cross-curnicular tasks and, wills bes taken into- consideration during all,
to- ensure Key Stage targets ares mets

Childrery wills start handmniting using as soft: pencili Once the children's fine motor skills
harme beery established a handwsiting perv canv be used.

Handmwriting at home

Letter Joinu Childrens can watch the word, and, letter animations and practise and, explone

Early Years



For our youngest: pupils we teach short handwniting lessons onv o daily basis, which, will
include the following:
e Enhancing gross motor skills such as air writing, pattern making and, physical
o Exercises to demelop fine motor skills suchy as mark making on paper
whiteboards, sensory trays, IPads ete.
o Becoming familiar with letter shapes, their sounds, formations and, wocabulany
following the patterns used irv Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Reamised,

Year One and Two
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Text; Immenrsion

Anv exemplar text s prosided; which demonstrates the Jeatures required abr age related,
expectations. They are therv in o position to- read the text and start analysing the, key,
leatures. In this way the class starts to- co-construct a toolkily for this type of text
required to- apply, it into- their planning and, writing,

Exarnplelmrner\siomtask&:



Deconstruct example text, creating a key relating to- witing features (foolkit)
Hot seating of o key character

Freeze [rames with thought/comment; bubbles

Story mapping

Emotion graphs

Debates

Mind, maps

Planning, Whiting & Editing

Onwce the children hame internalised, o range o newdy, acquired, skills, they are ready, to
start planning and, writing. Ab this stage, & s important that the childrery Jeel safe to
We recognise thab planning and, waiting take place together, therefore i ts nob albways
necessary to plan o text i whole. Sometimes a text; carv be planned, and, writkery iy
mulbiple stages. This way i allows the children to- innovate and change their ideas v a
demelopmental way.

it into- their planning and, writing. Planning may be, implicit; or iy the teaching: The
childreny could, plary to- change arv aspech of the, exemplar text, rather thar writing o
editing their writing. This Jeedback could be Jrom asteacher, TA or from o peer. Any
to be: completed using a ‘Green Polishing pers

Improving and Presenting

We recognise thab children, must be taught the skills o} editing and, improving, before
they edit and, improve their owny wiiting. I required; teaching time is spent teaching
these essential skills irv o differentiated, and focus driseny manner.



Onwce secure; the children hare time to- alter their work inv the lights o} whats they hare
Finally, the childreny's waiting should be published, or displayed. It is important to
proaide childreny with, as purpose for their wiiting so- ar classroom display or some sort, of
publishing is usefuls Technology can be used here, to provide a meaningful and,
Additionally, this stage provides a Jurther opportunity for the children to- present, their
Independent; Writing (Assessment)

At least once emvery hall termy the children will be givers arv opportunity to- complete arv
independent writing tasks These wills be selected, Jromv as unit that has beerv presiouslyy
together as o class.

Teachers are able to assess this piece of writing against ARE to- ensure that: o clear
ongoing understanding of the child's progress is attained and, any, gaps v learning are

Impact

Whiing

The impact onv our childreny at Al Saints CE First School i clear: progress; sustained,
learing and transferrable skills. By the end o} Year 4, the majonity, of our childrer
hare made considerable progress from their starting points iy EYFS. With the

reach the end, of Year 4, most genres of, wiiting are Jamiliar to- them. Our children are



other subjects. We hope that: as childrers mose on from us to- further their education

Phonics Assessment
Assessment is used to- monitor progress and, to- identifyy any child needing additional
o Assessment Jor leaming is used:
o daily withirv class to identify childrern needing Keep-up support
o weekly i the Remiem lesson to- assess gaps, address these immediately,
and secure fluency of GPCs, words and; spellings.
e Summative assessment s used:
O enmeny six weeks to assess progress; to identify gaps irv learming that need
plan the Keep-up support that: they need.
o Assessments will be scrutinised by the reading leader and the headteacher
throughy the, Little Wandle Letters and, Sounds Rewvised assessment; trackers

Phoniwstatuimyasses&wmb
Childrery v Year | sibt}wphomos/Scr*eenmgCheoh Ang/duldnotpos&ng/ﬂwd\eok;r\@—
sits & v Year 2.

Reading
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Teachers regulanly assess the children's reading iy many, ways throughs marking and,
cmwensahm&w&ﬂmpupds/coﬂmguw The class teacher willb make o baseline assessment
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meeting.

We Jinmly believe that the Jocus should be on leaming rather tharv teaching, and, valiue
the importance of our school assessment; materials as a tool Jor all of our childrery irv
Key Stages | and, 2. Self-exaluation and, editing is key inv getting children to- understand,
Assessment iny winiting, s anv ongoing, process; thoughs summatise samples are also
objectires and, results are thery inputted, into- our Target: Tracker assessment system
create for extended writing duning our History, Geography and Science works We



